January 18: A meteor over France?

”An American C-54 transport plane was 7.000 feet over the French countryside on its way to Paris. Some 3.000 feet below the plane was a layer of broken clouds, but above that the sky was clear. It was at 11 o´clock at night on January 18, 1946. The flight was uneventful until suddenly the pilot of the C-54 saw a brilliant ”shooting star” appear 35 degrees above the horizon. The ”shooting star” streaked downward without exploding. The brilliant blob dropped below the eastern hoizon, but then, much to the pilot´s surprisem the ”shooting star” quickly reappeared! The ”shooting star” came back into view and: ”...described a tiny hyperbola of perhaps one degree altitude and fell again from sight.” This were the words of the pilot who felt that the ”shooting star” did the impossible by ricocheting or rebounding. This event marked the beginning of numerous sightings of strange phenomena in the skies of Europe.”

Source: Loren Gross: UFOs: a history. 1946: the ghost rockets, page 1.

